11 November 2025
RUGBY BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of Rugby Borough Council will be held in the Council Chamber at the Town
Hall, Rugby at 7.00pm on Wednesday 19 November 2025.

Members of the public may also view the meeting via the livestream available on the
Council’s website.

Dan Green
Chief Executive

AGENDA
PART 1 - PUBLIC BUSINESS
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes.
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2025.
3. Declaration of Interests.
To receive declarations of -

(a) non-pecuniary interests as defined by the Council’'s Code of Conduct for
Councillors;

(b) pecuniary interests as defined by the Council’'s Code of Conduct for Councillors;
and

(c) notice under Section 106 Local Government Finance Act 1992 - non-payment of
Community Charge or Council Tax.

4. To receive the Mayor’s Announcements.



Questions pursuant to Standing Order 10.
To receive and consider the report of officers.

(a) Local Government Reorganisation — report of the Chief Executive (report to
follow).

Notices of Motion pursuant to Standing Order 11.

(a) “This Council notes with deep concern the reported letter written by
Warwickshire County Council leader George Finch, Reform Party to the secretary
of state for Education requesting a massive increase to the distances that children
can be required to walk to school.

Reform’s George Finch requests:

e Children as young as 4 years old should walk up to 8 miles per day, and
e Children aged 8 years should walk up to 10 miles per day.

This Council has a duty of care towards its residents and is incredibly concerned
over these proposals. It raises questions over educational access, child welfare and
road safety. It disproportionately affects people who are unable to drive their
children to school and is therefore more likely to affect poorer families and those
with disabilities.

This Council believes that such distances are wholly inappropriate for children of
such young ages and may pose risks to their physical health, emotional wellbeing,
and ability to engage effectively in learning. The proposals could disproportionately
affect families in rural areas, those with limited transport options, and children with
disabilities or additional needs.

Furthermore, the Council recognises the importance of promoting active travel and
sustainability but asserts that any such initiatives must be age-appropriate,
inclusive, and grounded in evidence-based child development standards.
Therefore, this Council resolves to:

(a) write to Warwickshire County Council to express our concerns regarding the
proposed changes that seek to increase school walking distances to levels that
are not developmentally suitable for young children;

(b) write to the Secretary of State for Education and Warwickshire Members of
Parliament relevant parliamentary representatives to request ask them to refuse
Reform’s request; and

(c) promote safe, accessible, and age-appropriate travel options for all children
attending school within the Borough, our jurisdiction.”

Proposer: Councillor McKenzie
Seconder: Councillor Bennett

PART 2 - EXEMPT INFORMATION

There is no business involving exempt information to be considered.



QUESTIONS AT COUNCIL

A Councillor may ask a question at the meeting by giving notice in writing of the
question to the Chief Executive no later than midday on Thursday 13 November

2025. The rules relating to Questions are set out in Part 3a of the Council’s
Constitution.
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